
 

 

Message Two 
Walking in the Steps of Abraham’s Faith 

(1) 

Obeying God’s Calling by Faith, 
Being Justified by Faith, and Living by Faith 

Scripture Reading: Acts 7:2; Gen. 12:1-3, 7-8; 15:5-6; Heb. 11:8-10; Gal. 3:6-9; Rom. 4:12 

I. As believers in Christ, we are repeating the history of Abraham; the 
Christian life is the life that Abraham lived—Gal. 3:6-9; Rom. 4:12: 
A. For Abraham to live and walk by faith means that he had to reject himself, to 

set himself aside, to forget himself, and to live by Someone else—Gal. 2:20. 
B. Abraham’s life of faith is presently being repeated among us; the church life 

today is the harvest of the life and history of Abraham—Rom. 4:12. 
C. An Abraham is a person who has been called out, who no longer lives and 

walks by himself, and who forsakes and forgets everything he has by nature—
Gen. 12:1-3. 

D. The way God worked on Abraham is the way He works on all the believers in 
Christ—Rom. 4:12. 

E. The God of Abraham is the God of human friendship; God conversed with 
Abraham as a human friend—2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; James 2:23; Gen. 18:17. 

F. The experience of Abraham signifies the experience of God the Father in His 
calling us, justifying us, and equipping us to live by faith and to live in 
fellowship with Him. 

II. Abraham obeyed God’s calling by faith—Heb. 11:8; Rom. 4:1, 12; Gal. 3:7: 
A. God called Abraham by appearing to him as the God of glory—Acts 7:2. 
B. God appeared to Abraham to call him out of his fallen condition and to bring 

him back to Himself as the tree of life—Acts 7:2; Gen. 12:1-3. 
C. When Abraham was called by God, he went out by faith, not knowing where he 

was going—Heb. 11:8. 
D. Abraham’s faith did not originate with himself; rather, his believing in God 

was a reaction to the transfusion of God’s element into his being—Acts 7:2. 
III. Abraham was justified by faith—Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:2-3: 

A. Abraham’s believing was the springing up within him of the element that God 
had transfused into him—v. 3. 

B. God’s reaction to Abraham’s believing was to justify him, that is, to account 
him as righteous—Gen. 15:6. 

C. For God to justify Abraham meant that God was happy with Abraham and 
that Abraham was in harmony with God. 

D. The believers in Christ, having been called by God out of the fallen race, put no 
trust in their own effort; instead, they trust in God’s work of grace. 

IV. Abraham lived by faith, living the life of the altar and the tent—Heb. 11:9; 
Gen. 12:7-8: 



 

 

A. Abraham first built an altar and then erected a tent; this means that Abraham 
was for God—v. 8: 
1. First he took care of the worship of God, his fellowship with God, and then 

he took care of his living. 
2. His dwelling in a tent shows that he did not belong to the world but lived 

the life of a sojourner on earth. 
3. By living the life of the altar and the tent, Abraham testified that he was 

sojourning by faith, as in a foreign land—Heb. 11:9. 
B. In order to live by faith, we must first build an altar, signifying that our life on 

earth is for God, and then pitch a tent, indicating that we do not belong to the 
world. 
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