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P h o e n i x
Announcements

Meeting Schedule
Lord’s Day
10:00 am – Lord’s Table Meeting
11:00 am – Prophesying Meeting

Tuesday
7:30 pm – English-speaking prayer
meetings at Districts 1 & 2
7:30 pm – Chinese-speaking
prayer meeting at District 2
7:00 pm - Spanish-speaking prayer
meeting in the homes

Friday

 The Holy Word for Morning Revival: Knowing the Truth,
Being Absolute for the Truth, and Proclaiming the Truth in
the Present Evil Age, available for sale at two locations:
o District 1: please contact Marilyn Towle
o District 2: at Ellen Arnold’s front door
o Cost: $7.00; cash (exact change) or check payable
to: The church in Phoenix
 Offerings
o Please send your offerings through Zelle or
Popmoney to the church’s bank account using the
following email address:
offerings@churchinphoenix.org.

6:30 pm – English-speaking
College Meetings
7:00 pm – Chinese-speaking
Student Meetings
7:30 pm – Small Group Meetings

Saturday
7:30 pm – Young People’s
Meeting
7:30 pm – Small Group Meetings

Continue in the Ministry
and the Word
Holy Word for Morning
Revival
Knowing the Truth, Being
Absolute for the Truth, and
Proclaiming the Truth in the
Present Evil Age – Week 1
Ministry Publication Reading
Truth Messages: Chapter Three
Scripture Reading
2 Tim. 2:15; Isa. 28:13

Persevere in Prayer
 Intercessory Prayer in North America:
o

Sign up at http://www.beseeching.org to receive
daily emails containing a prayer burden, along with
crucial verses and ministry portion.

 Church Prayer Burdens: http://www.churchinphoenix.org
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EMPLOYEE NEWSLETTER

The New Testament reveals clearly that when the church is degraded, we need to walk not only by the Spirit
but also in the truth. The last two Epistles of John were written after degradation had come into the church life.
John lived longer than the other apostles, and these Epistles were written near the end of his life, much later than
1 and 2 Timothy. At that time the church had already sunk deeply into degradation. It is significant that in these
Epistles John does not mention the Spirit. However, he speaks of the truth again and again. For example, he
says, “The elder to the chosen lady and to her children, whom I love in truthfulness, and not only I but also all
those who know the truth, for the sake of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever” (2 John 1-2). In
verse 2 John specifically mentions the truth abiding in us. This shows the importance of truth during a time of
degradation. Then John goes on to say, “I rejoiced greatly at the brothers’ coming and testifying to your
steadfastness in the truth, even as you walk in truth. I have no greater joy than these things, that I hear that my
children are walking in the truth” (3 John 3-4). Especially when the church is degraded, we need to walk in the
truth. During times of degradation, there is nothing but darkness. Thus, there is the urgent need for light. If we
walk in darkness, we may be injured. You could very easily get hurt if you walk on an unlighted street at night.
The Bible reveals that truth is of crucial importance during the degradation of the church. We need to know the
truth and to walk in the truth.
In 1 and 2 Timothy the apostle Paul began to emphasize the truth. Although truth is mentioned frequently in
these Epistles, the Spirit is rarely mentioned. As we have pointed out, in 2 and 3 John the Spirit is not mentioned
at all, although the other writings of the apostle John reveal that he was absolutely for life and the Spirit.
Recently, some have said that we should only drink the Spirit and not take the word of the ministry. One person
has even suggested that eventually some may no longer use the Bible. This is the subtlety of the enemy. In times
of darkness and degradation we need the Word to shine forth with the truth. The truth must be our guide.
However, those who have been deceived are saying that we should not take the principles of the Word. This
means that they do not receive the truth, and it exposes the fact that they are not in the way of the truth but in
the way of darkness.
In 2 Timothy 2:15 Paul issued a charge: “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed
workman, cutting straight the word of the truth.” Every Bible student pays attention to this verse. When I was
young, the Brethren teachers stressed the importance of cutting straight the word of the truth. Paul charged
Timothy in this way because the truth regarding any matter is not found all in one place in the Bible. Rather, it is
found throughout various books of the Bible, with a part in one place and another part in a different place. In
His wisdom the Lord reveals the truth in this way. Perhaps He did this so that those who are careless will have
difficulty knowing the truth. To know the truth we must be diligent. Hence, Paul charged Timothy to “be diligent.”
Paul…charges us to be diligent. If we are truly diligent to present ourselves approved to God, then when we
read the Word, we will find the truth revealed in one place after another, like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. We need
to put all these pieces together in order to see the picture, the vision. According to Isaiah 28:13, the word of the
Lord is “rule upon rule, rule upon rule; / Line upon line, line upon line; / Here a little, there a little.” This means that
we find the truth a little at a time.
In reading the Bible and in knowing the truth, I am very aggressive, more aggressive and more diligent than I
was years ago. Because I am so diligent to get into the depths of the Word, sometimes my wife must call me
several times before I come to breakfast. The Word is like an inexhaustible gold mine; I am always finding
something new in it. We all need to be diligent to get into the Word.
Paul’s charge about cutting straight the word of the truth was spoken to Timothy, a young co-worker, one who
had been commissioned by Paul to help the churches. If you would be such a servant of the Lord, you need to
be diligent to present yourself approved to God in knowing the truth and in cutting straight the word of the truth.
The first qualification of one commissioned to help the churches is the proper knowledge of the word of the
truth. No doubt, the cutting straight of the word of the truth is not only for our personal understanding of the Bible
but also for teaching others. We need to learn how to put all the puzzle pieces together in order to make a clear
picture for others to see. Many Christians have read through the Bible without seeing the picture. They have the
pieces but no way to put them together. We all need to get into the Word, find the pieces, and put them
together so that others may see the picture. This is to cut straight the word of the truth.
(Lee, Truth Messages, Chapter Three)

