
GENERAL SUBJ ECT: 

P URSUING CHRIST FOR THE FULLEST EXP ERIEN CE 

AND ENJ OYMENT OF CHRIST 

Message One 

Gain in g Ch ris t------th e  Goal of th e  Be lie ve rs’ P u rsu it  o f Ch ris t 

Scr ipture Reading: Phil. 3:4-14 

I. In  P h ilippian s  3:3-16 Chris t is  prese n ted as  th e  goal of th e  be lie ve rs’ 

pu rsu it: 

A. For  Chr ist  to be our  goal means tha t  He is the h ighest  en joyment .  

B. Our  goal is the a ll-inclusive Chr ist  as the pr ize to be awarded to us; when we 

reach  the goal, the goal will immediately become the pr ize ------v. 14. 

C. Paul’s pursuit  was toward one goa l, one a im------Chr ist ; he took Chr ist  as his 

goa l, pursuing to obta in the pr ize to which  God in  Chr ist  J esus had ca lled h im 

upward------vv. 12-14 

D. Since our  goal is to ga in Chr ist , we should forsake a ll others th ings and pursue 

noth ing but  Chr ist ------vv. 7-8. 

II. On  accou n t of (or becau se  of) th e  e xce lle n cy of th e  kn ow le dge  of Ch rist, 

P au l cou n te d a ll th in gs  to  be  loss ------v . 8a: 

A. Paul placed great  va lue on  the excellency of the knowledge of Chr ist  J esus; 

th is is indicated by the words m y Lord, which  convey h is int imate, t ender  

feelings concerning Christ . 

B. Paul’s eyes were opened to see the excellency of the wonder ful, a ll-inclusive 

Christ ; on account  of this excellency, he counted as loss all things, whether  they 

rela ted to religious ga in or  na tura l ga in . 

C. In  verse 8 all th ings indica tes tha t  Paul dropped not  only religious things but  

a ll th ings on  account  of the excellency of the knowledge of Chr ist  J esus; thus, 

to Paul, the loss of a ll th ings was the loss of everyth ing. 

D. The more we have the excellency of the knowledge of Chr ist , the more we will 

count  as loss everyth ing religious and natura l------vv. 4-8a. 

III. On  accoun t of Christ, P au l su ffe re d th e  loss  of a ll th in gs and cou n te d 

th e m  as  re fu se  in  orde r to  gain  Ch ris t ------vv. 7, 8b: 

A. All things in  verse 8 includes the things of religion, philosophy, and culture; 

Paul suffered the loss of a ll these th ings because they were subst itu tes for  

Chr ist , hooks used by Satan  to keep people from Chr ist  and the exper ience of 

Chr ist . 

B. We gain  Chr ist  by suffer ing the loss of a ll th ings tha t  were once a  ga in  for  us 

and by count ing them as refu se------vv. 4, 8: 

1. The Greek word for  gain  in  verse 8 means ‘‘to secure, to obta in, to lay hold 

of.’’ 

2. Chr ist  is the embodiment  of the fu llness of the Godhead (Col. 2:9) and the 

rea lity of the shadows of a ll posit ive th ings (vv. 16-17). 



3. To ga in  Chr ist  is to exper ience, en joy, and take possession  of a ll His 

unsearchable r iches------Eph. 3:8. 

4. Like Paul, we should not  only count  a ll th ings as loss on  account  of Chr ist  

(Phil. 3:7) but  a lso suffer  the loss of all th ings and count  all th ings as  refuse 

(v. 8). 

5. The more we suffer the loss of all things and count  them as refuse on account  

of Chr ist , the more we will ga in  Chr ist  for  our  exper ience and enjoyment ------

vv. 7-8. 


